St. Patrick's Catholic Church
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
4918 Cochran St., Houston, TX 77009-2117
THE REQUIREMENTS OF CANON LAW FOR
BEING A BAPTISMAL SPONSORJGODPARENT
Catholic Church's

Code of Canon Law:

Canon 872 - Insofar as possible one to be baptized is to be given a sponsor who is to assist an adult in Christian
initiation, or, together with the parents, to present an infant at the baptism, an who will help the
baptized to lead a Christian life in harmony with baptism, and to fulfill faithfully the obligations
connected with it.
Canon 873 - Only one male or one female sponsor or one of each sex is to be employed.
Canon 874 - 1) to be admitted to the role of sponsor, a person must:
A) be designated by the one to be baptized, by the parents or the one who takes their place or, in
their absence, by the pastor or minister and is to have the qualifications and intentions of
performing the role;
B) have completed the sixteenth year;
C) be a Catholic who has been confirmed and has already received the sacrament of the Most
Holy Euchanst and leads a life in harmony with the faith and the role to be undertaken;
D) not be bound by any canonical penalty legitimately imposed or declared;
E) not be the father or the mother of the one to be baptized.
2) A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic ecclesial community may not be admitted
except as a witness to baptism and together with a Catholic sponsor.
o Regarding Section 1C--- This means that the Catholic person is a fully initiated Catholic (having celebrated
Baptism, Confirmation and First Eucharist) and actively practices their Christian faith in their way oflife
and in their participation in their Catholic parish and the sacraments of the Church.
o Regarding Section ID--- This means that if one is married (either to the other intended godparent or to
another person), this marriage must be recognized valid marriage in the Catholic Church. A Catholic who
is either civilly married or married by common law is not a valid Catholic marriage, and thus, by law, has a
canonical penalty imposed upon them. The penalty is that the person may not participate in the full
sacramental life of the Church. Specifically, they may not receive communion, nor may act as a Catholic
Church, you do not meet the requirements for being admitted to the role of sponsor/godparent.
o Regarding Section 2---Persons who are not Catholic, but are Christians (having been baptized in a protestant
church), may only serve as a Christian witness at the Baptism if accompanied by a Catholic
sponsor/godparent. Persons who are not baptized (and, thus, who are not Christian) may not act as a
Christian witness.

-

••
_________________

have read and do understand the requirements for

(Prim Full Name)

serving as a sponsor/godparent in the Catholic church. I do solenmly swear that I am a fully initiated
Catholic; that] practice my faith in the way I live and through participation in my parish and
sacraments of the Church; and that, if married, my marriage is recognized by the Catholic Church as a
valid sacramental marriage. Therefore, I am eligible to be admitted to the role of sponsor/godparent.

(Signa/lire)

(Date)

